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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


THE Sixty-sixth Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, on Friday, © 
October 4, 1895. There were present on the stand: 

Of the First Presidency—Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph 
F. Smith; of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, Franklin 
D. Richards, Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, 
George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill 
Abraham H. Cannon; Patriarch John Smith; of the Presidency of the 
Seventies—C. D. Fjeldsted, George Reynolds, J. G. Kimball, and R. 8. Wells; 
of the presiding Bishopric—William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton, and 
John Winder. 

There were also many leading Elders from various districts of the Terri- 
tory and adjacent regions. 

Conference was called to order by President George Q. Cannon. 

The choir and congregation sang: 


Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation, 
No longer as strangers on earth need we roam. 


The opening prayer was offered by President Lorenzo Snow. 
Singing by the choir: 
Zion stands with hills surrounded— 
Zion, kept by power divine. —_— 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
said: I feel thankful, wy brethren and sisters, that I have the privilege 
this morning of attending this Sixty-sixth Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with the Elders of Israel and 


690 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the Saints of the living God. My first attending any conferences of this 
Church was in 1834, and from that day till the present, from time to time, 
as circumstances have permitted, I have enjoyed this blessing. And while 
the Prophets, and Apostles, and Elders and Saints of God, a great many 
of them, and a number of them who have assembled in these days, are 
to-day upon the other side of the vail, still other men as Apostles and 
Prophets and Elders and members of the Church stand in*the flesh, 
following in their footsteps. I feel thankful to have the privilege of 
meeting with the Apostles and the various quorums of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to-day. And while we are together 
during this conference, I hope and trust that we may all of us have our 
hearts lifted up in prayer and thanksgiving to God and ask His blessing 
that we may be guided by His Holy Spirit in whatever we are called to 
teach to the Saints, and the labors we have to perform as the people of 
God. We have great reason to rejoice, great reason to be thankful to our 
Creator, to God, our heavenly Father, for His mercies and blessings over 
us to-day. 

The hand of the Lord may very clearly be seen, I think, by all men who 
enjoy the Spirit of God, in the past history of the Latter-day Saints. His 
hand has been over us since our organization in 1830, until the present 
time. We have passed, of course, through many trials and tribulations, 
but the Lord’s mercy is over us, and we are placed here in the mountains 
of Israel, the Zion of God, and placed here with responsibilities resting 
upon us to be carried out in our day and time. I am pleased to meet with 
the Apostles, and trust, as far as we have time and opportunity, we shall 
have‘the privilege of hearing from them. But I will say that President 
Snow is expected to be absent from us for a day or so, in attending the 
funeral of Judge Smith, of Brigham City, and I will call upon him this 
morning to occupy a little time in talking to us. 

| PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW, | 
of the quorum of the Twelve, addressed the Conference. He read a por- 
tion of the 101st section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, beginning 
at the 25th verse. It tells of the establishment of the Millennial reign on 
the earth, and the glorious conditions that ‘shall be associated with that 
time of universal peace and the knowledge of God. He said this condition 
will be exceedingly acceptable to us after we have passed through the 
troubles and perplexities incidental to our probationary existence. In 
that time there wil] be nothing to offend nor disturb. The present posi- 
tion of the world, from a moral point of view, is most forbidding. The 
public journals are filled with accounts of the most detestable crimes and 
pictures of human misery. All these will vanish at the dawn of the 
Millennial morn. We should not forget the great promises that God has 
made concerning a good time tocome. And we should prepare ourselves 
to be in unison with that delightful time when it shall come. We should 
so live that we shall know that our course of life is acceptable to God. We 
should understand the voice and whisperings of the Holy Spirit. In the 
day when the sky is not obscured by clouds, we discover surrounding 
objects, their beauty and purpose. So are we dependent on the Spirit 
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of God for light upon the principles of truth and salvation. No professing 
Latter-day Saint can enjoy any great degree of happiness unless he thus 
lives, and thus places himself under divine guidance. 

There are times in the life of every man when he needs supernatural 
aid, to prevent his being overwhelmed by the difficulties surrounding him. 
Hence the necessity of his being righteous so that he may not be left to 
himself in times of trial and extremity. It appears that it is necessary 
that the Saints should be tried to the extent of their endurance, that 
their characters may be developed. There are Elders here now who could 
tell how, when out in the world, even their lives have been saved by 
following the direction of the Spirit of God, whose hand has been seen in 
their deliverance from evil. 

We should not only be in harmony with the voice and genius of the 
Holy Spirit, but we should also be right with each other. If we are not 
we nay find ourselves greatly deceived. 

We are not only laboring for Latter-day Saints, but also for thousands 
who are not; for this work is comprehensive, and opens up to all willing 
workers a broad field of usefulness. 

The speaker concluded by asking the blessing of God upon President 
Woodruff, whom we were delighted to see present with us on this occasion. 
ELDER H. J. GRANT, 
of the Council of the Apostles, was the next speaker. He felt to rejoice 
in the fellowship and integrity of the Saints, and the diligence of those 
who preside in the Stakes of Zion. Their integrity was unquestioned, 
and they were ready and willing to do everything for the progress of the 
work of God. The unity of the Latter-day Saints was commended, as also 
the fact of the great faith of the people, manifested in their good works. 
The disposition to depend alone upon the tithing of each Stake for the 
support of its poor, etc., was happily dying out and there was a pleasing 
tendency to sustain the Presidency of the Church with means as well as 
by faith. It should be the pride of every Saint to pay his tithing, for 
this purpose. United effort would enable the Saints to place their tithes 
in the hands of those who could use them to best advantage for the 

advancement of the work of God. 

The blessings of God were not to be measured by individual financial 
prosperity, but the exercise and growth of spiritual powers would be 
found to be the measure of advancement toward exaltation. The destiny 
of the Latter-day Saints was to fit and qualify themselves to dwell with 
Him, by overcoming natural tendencies toward evil, and cultivating, 
through the principles of the Gospel, all God-like qualities. 

Wise training of children would lead to their advancement, and would 
lead them to be grateful to their parents for all necessary requirements; 
so would the various requirements of the Gospel cause those who comply 
with them to develop all the lovable and noble qualities of the soul, which 
would make them worthy of the love of God. Teachable, mild, and kind 
through obedience to God, the Saints would be prepared for their high 
destiny, and this would be pest accomplished by the keeping of the com- 
mon requirements of the Gospel. Great manifestations would not neces- 
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sarily keep one in touch with God, but the following of the course of duty 
in all His affairs could not fail todo so. Salvation would come through 
such a course, not through spiritual manifestations and testimonies alone. 
Not only this, but such as follow this course would be blessed as well in 
temporal things. Neglect of these common duties would be a fruitful 
source of loss of the testimony and blessings of God. 

Each one having the carving of his own life, he should see to it that he 
discharge his responsibility to God, for no command would be given be- 
yond the power of man to obey. Especially should the holders of the 
Priesthood magnify their calling, sustaining those over them in the Church 
and in the government of the nation in which the Saints live. 

He closed with an earnest prayer for the continuance of the blessings of 


God to His people. 
ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR 


was the next speaker. He was thankful for the opportunity of meeting 
with the Saints in Conference. He bore testimony to the excellence of 
the remarlés of Elder Grant. Thirteen days since he was in the city of 
London. His brief absence caused him all the more to appreciate the 
beauties of his mountain home. It delighted him once more to behold the 
grand mountains which surrounded us. He spoke of some of the religious 
observances he had seen in cathedrals of the Old World, and commented 
upon them, and remarked upon the general condition which prevailed in 
Great Britain, with special reference to the deplorable situation of many 
of the poor. He made a comparison between the condition of the people 
of Utah and the masses in other parts of the world, showing what great 
blessings God had bestowed upon the Saints. 

The speaker alluded to the great musical gathering in this city. He 
said the Saints were worthy of the best music in the world, and there was 
no building on earth to which the sweet singers from abroad would be 
more welcome than to this great Tabernacle. 

He continued for some time and made remarks on a variety of subjects. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Let the mountains shout for joy. 

Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. . 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Singing by the choir: 
Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell 
By faith and love, in every breast ; 
Prayer by Elder Edward Partridge of Utah Stake. 
The choir and congregation sang: 
The Spirit of God like a fire is burning, 
~ The latter-day glory begins to come forth. 
ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE 
addressed the Conference. This assemblage was a representation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, the organization and the establishment of which in 
the latter days had been foreseen and foretold by the ancient Prophets. 
This was the marvelous and wondrous work they had predicted. The people 
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had been gathered, according to the words of prophecy, from the four 
quarters of the earth, and the “mountain of the Lord’s house” had been 
“established in the tops of the mountains.” We had been brought into 
the light of the everlasting Gospel, and we could shout “peace on earth, 
good will to men.” We had reason to rejoice before the Lord. This work 
had been inaugurated by simple means—through the instrumentality of 
an unlettered youth who possessed faith in the Almighty. The speaker 
then dwelt upon the power and efficacy of faith, through the exercise of 
which we could approach and hold communion with God. It was through 
the power of faith that Joseph Smith gained access to the Almighty. He 
asked for, and according to the divine promise he received, a knowledge that 
God and Christ lived; They manifested themselves to him, and selected 
him to be Their medium in restoring the ancient Gospel, with all its powers, 
gifts, and blessings. 

No one could officiate in the ordinances of the Gospel unless he had been 
commissioned by Jesus Christ. He who was not thus divinely called could 
not administer the sacred ordinance of baptism for the remission of sins. 
Through obedience to the laws of the Gospel, salvation could be attained. 
The speaker bore testimony to the effect that the power of the Priesthood 
was in the Church; that Jesus was the Christ and that Joseph Smith was 
a true Prophet. This understanding had come to him through his being 
identified with the people of God. He exhorted the Saints to be just, up- 
right, and pure, and as a light to the world. He directed attention to the 
Temples which had been erected to the name of the Lord, stating that they 
were built for sacred and holy purposes, that those who entered therein 
might be instructed in the ways of the Lord, that they might ultimately 
return to His presence, from whence they came. He prayed for the grace 
of God to be with the Saints forever. 

3 ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH 
was the next speaker. He referred to the necessity of greater care and 
zeal in bringing about unity and love among the people. He thought, 
with President Lorenzo Snow, that this sympathy should extend also to all 
the creations of God, that cruelty might be banished from the world 
through the kindness manifested through the Priesthood of God. The mis- 
sion of the Latter-day Saints implied great responsibility in warning all the — 
people of the world of evils to come, that as many as would might escape 
these calamities... Handicapped by the unbelief of the world, the servants 
of God had not been able to make such progress as might be desired in 
spreading the message of peace, reconciliation, and salvation. Without 
examination or research the message had been rejected by a vast majority 
of the inhabitants of the earth, as of no more worth than those systems 
into which they had been indoctrinated. Some, however, breaking away 
from the traditions of the past, had shown a willingness to investigate 
independently, and, if convinced, to accept the truth. Considering the 
proneness of man to follow in beaten paths, the frequencey of such conver- 
sions was a inatter of wonder and for congratulation. And it was to be 
hoped that prejudices would be removed and the investigation of the truth 
become more general and honest. This might be accomplished by a 
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greater liberality, wisdom, and tact, in the presentation of the work of 
God to the world resulting in winning souls unto Christ. 

He bore testimony that God had given him a witness that Christ is the 

Redeemer of the world, and that he was identified with the work of God. 

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL 

of the same quorum followed. He spoke of the importance of the labor 
for the dead, this importance consisting in the fact that two of a family, 
and one of a city, had been gathered to Zion, where they might perform 
the work of salvation for all their kindred dead, who in the spirit world 
are awaiting this work. The Prophet Joseph Smith felt the importance 
of this work, and advised the Saints to do al] in their power for the benefit 
of their kindred dead, his sayings were quoted as follows: ‘But how are 
the Saints to become saviors on Mount Zion? By building their temnles, 
erecting their baptismal] fonts, and going forth and receiving all the ordin- 
ances, their baptisms, confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations, 
and sealing powers, in behalf of their progenitors, and redeem them, that 
they may come forth in the first resurrection and be exalted to thrones of 
glory with them. And herein is the chain which binds the hearts of the 
fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers, which 
fulfils the mission of Elijah. The Saints have not too much time to redeem 
their dead, and gather together their living relatives, that they may be 
saved also, before the earth will be smitten and the consumption decreed 
come upon the world. The greatest responsibility in this world that God 
has laid upon us, is to seek after our dead, for the Apostle says that with- 
out us they cannot be made perfect, nor we without them, for it is neces- 
sary that sealing power should be in our hands for the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, to meet the promises made to Jesus Christ before the 
foundation of the world.” 

The speaker went on to urge the necessity of the Saints performing 
ordinance work for their dead kindred. It was one of the most important 
departments of the labor undertaken by the Saints. The Lord had placed 
this responsibility upon us. There was only a portion of the people of the 
Church who took a real interest in the redemption of the dead, that they 
might receive the full benefit of the plan of salvation; although they were 
now in the spirit world. If those who had limited information about their 
dead kindred would act upon what they had, the Lord would open up the 
way so they would obtain more, and thus be enabled to extend their labors 
for their departed relatives. 

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
spoke briefly on the subject treated upon by Elder Merrill. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Jesus, I my cross have taken. 

Benediction by Elder Jonathan G. Kimball. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The recent visit of Kaiser William to Lord Lonsdale cost, it is said, $200,000. 
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Senefelder’s discovery of lithography in 1796 is to be celebrated by a great exhibition of 
lithographs in Paris next year. 

In 1881 the paper mills of the United States had a daily capacity of 1,390,050 pounds 
per diem. In 1886 it was 6,849,380 pounds, and now it is 14,102,580 pounds per diem. 


Russia is reported to have obtained a secret concession from China, granting the right 
to carry the Great Siberian Railway through Manchuna with a branch to run from the 
main line to Port Arthur. China reserves the right to purchase the railways twenty years 
hence. She also concedes tv Russia the right to anchor her fleet in Port Arthur. A 
complete denial of the report is given at St. Petersburg regarding both the concessions, 
but outside parties are still not fully satisfied that nothing has been done. 

A short time ago, Mr. Maze described what was probably the first mercurial thermo- 
meter, and he now gives (Comptes Rendus, cxxi., 230) particulars of the first alcoholic 
thermometer used in Paris. During the year 1657, the Queen of Poland sent an envoy 
nained Buratin on a mission to Italy, and he brought back numerous presents from the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany, among which there were several thermometers. One of these 
was afterwards sent to Ismael Boullian of Paris, and is described as being like the modern 
form, but with somewhat flattened bulb. The alcohol was not colored, and the tube wa 
exactly a decimeter in length, being graduated with marks in black enamel. Every 
tenth mark, however, was larger than the rest, and in white instead of black enamel. 


A remarkable lake has been discovered on the island of Kildine, in the Arctic Ocean, 
by M. Herzenstein, a Russian naturalist. The lake is completely separated from the sea 
by a narrow strip of land, and the water of the surface, which is fresh and flows from 
springs in a neighboring marsh, is inbabited by fresh-water animals. The discoverer was 
struck, however, by the finding of an exclusively marine fish—the common cod. Further 
observation has shown that under the superficial layer of fresh water, the lake is salt, and 
supports sponges, sea-anemones, and other marine animals. The muddy bottom exhales 
sulphuretted hydrogen, and is not inhabited. A regular ebb and flow of the lake, though 
much less than the tides of the adjacent sea, indicates some subterranean connection 
between sea and lake. 

According to statistics, the birth-rate in most European countries has, in twenty years, 
fallen in a very remarkable degree. At the beginning of the period in question the birth- 
rate in Prussia was 39°1 per 1,000 of the population, at the end it was 36.3; in Switzerland 
the rate was 35°5, at the beginning, and 32°5 at the end; in England the period opened with 
a birthrate of 35°5, and closed with one of 33°7; in Scotland and Ireland the rate was 24°9 
at the commencement, and 23°6 at the close. Similar falls have been noted in all other 
European countries, with the exception of Austria and Hungary. It is not difficult to 
explain why this condition of things should have come about. But the question for con- 
sideration is rather the “‘whither” than the “‘wherefore.” Whither does this tendency 
to the avoidance of large families lead? It leads, necessarily, to a relative lowering of 
population. In France the average family consists of not more than one or two children. 


Hot water has far more of a medical property than many believe or know. Because it is 
to be had for the making thousands think it valueless, on the theory that what comes 
easiest is often-times least thought of. The uses of hot water are, however, many. For 
example, there is nothing that so promptly cuts short congestion of the lungs, sore throat, 
or rheumatism, as hot water when applied promptly and thoroughly. Headache almost 
always yields to the simultaneous application of hot water to the feet and back of the 
neck. A towel folded several times and dipped in hot water, and quickiy wrung out and 
applied over the tooth-ache or neuralgia, will generally afford prompt relief. A strip of 
flannel, or napkin, folded lengthwise and dipped in hot water and wrung out, and then 
applied around the neck of a child that has the croup, will sometimes bring relief in ten 
minutes. Hot water taken freely half an hour before bedtime is helpful in case of con- 
stipation, while it has a most soothing effect upon the stomach and bowels. A goblet of 
hot water taken just after rising, before breakfast, has cured thousands of indigestion, and 
no simple remedy is more widely recommended by physicians to dyspeptics. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1895. 


THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
Tue feeling has been fostered in the world for many generations, that a 
direct answer to prayer was not to be expected any more than miraculous 
manifestations of the power of God were to be looked for in any other 
direction. One of the last things that people think of doing is to pray by 
using their own words and applying them to present circumstances, and 
ask for guidance and direction in the every-day affairs of life. A sort of 
vague idea exists that in some mysterious way there is a connection 
between repeating set formulas, and obtaining a blessing, but it is sup- 
posed to be beyond the comprehension of mortals to explain how the one 
can follow the other. 

Not long since, a minister in one of the Liverpool churches madc the 
remark that many people became impatient while listening to a few words 
of impromptu prayer, poured out from the soul of one who really appeared 
to be earnest in what he was saying. It was something to which they 
were entirely unaccustomed ; they could listen to written prayers repeated 
Sunday after Sunday as they were read from a book, and seemed to be 
satisfied with them: but it required a mental effort on their part to follow 
one who was asking for blessings suitable to the immediate surroundings, 
and they looked upon the object of going to meeting as one of perfect rest, 
bodily, mentally, and spiritually. How widespread is this feeling we are 
not prepared to state, but we think it is safe to say that a large proportion 
of church members throughout all nations are more or less affected by it. © 
There is no doubt that one of the main causes can be found in the absence 
of instruction and example from those who claim to be doing Christ’s work 
upon earth. | 

There are doubtless thousands of honest and sincere people who pray 
with some degree of faith that they will be heard; yet very few of these 
are ready to admit that prayer is the powerful force which in the Scrip- 
tures it is said to be. Two of the main reasons for this condition 
are: First—Mankind have lost the proper conception of God as the Father 
of the universe; instead of the benevolent Being who through His servants 
exhibited such wonderful power a few centuries ago, God is represented 
as being without body, parts, or passions, and this misconception of the 
Almighty leads naturally to a certain vagueness in the prayers of the 
petitioners. Secondly—There is almost an entire absence of faith in a 
majority of the prayers that are uttered. This is, if possible, a stronger 
reason than the first mentioned why God does not answer the prayers of 
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many people. He is willing to overlook that ignorance for which men are 
not responsible, provided they are sincere, and He will lead His children 
into the light on the condition that they will follow the promptings given 
them, and will give them a better idea of the relationship between them 
and their Maker. (God will not, however, listen to, and answer, the prayer 
of one who does not believe he will receive that for which he is asking. 
If men pray only to be heard of their fellows, there is no doubt that they 
will be thus heard, and Christ says of such that they already have their 
reward. All are blessed according to the degree of faith which they mani- 
fest, and not according to the many words and fine sentences that they 
may repeat, nor the elocution exhibited in delivering them. 

When the boy-prophet Joseph Smith went into the woods to ask which 
of the denominations was right, it is very likely that he did not fully com- 
prehend the character and attributes of God, but it is certain that he 
prayed in faith and sincerity, and he was answered in a way that falls to 
the lot of very few mortals. The knowledge obtained was a complete 
revelation to him, for after that time he knew that God was a personage 
and he also received the desired information concerning the condition of 
the religious world. 

The answer to Joseph Smith’s prayer on the occasion referred to opened 
up @ new dispensation upon the earth; since then 4 revolution has taken 
place in the religious world. What was considered rank heresy and blas- 


pheny when he first announced it is to-day accepted by thousands who do | 


not know that they are teaching the same doctrines as he did, and who if 
they did not know would perhaps scorn to credit these to their rightful 
source. Some believe in prayers being answered, and in many of the gifts 
and blessings of the Gospel which were enjoyed anciently. Their faith in 
God is no doubt much greater than that of their fathers fifty years ago. 
Thousands of Christians say that they have been heard and answered so 
directly that they can not attribute it to any thing else than the power of 
God. 

The surest way of being heard in prayer is to know what is wanted and 
then ask for it in the fewest and simplest words possible, accompanied by 
the faith that the blessing will be granted. These conditions being com- 
plied with, there is no person too high or too low to be regarded of the 
Lord. Solomon the great king was promised anything he should ask for, 
and the poor blind Bartimeus in the days of Christ received his sight 
through asking in faith. 

So long as dead forms of prayer are clung to there is no hope that people 
will be greatly edified in listening to them; nor will their faith increase in 
the efficacy of such prayers. When men generally will replace their man- 
made dogmas by-the precepts of Christ and look properly to the true Source 
of power, then can the world expect an increase of those blessings which 
are promised as a result of faithful and sincere praying. B. 


RELEASE.—On account of sickness Elder Reuben Gardner has been 
honorably released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Scottish Con- 
ference, with permission to return home November 8, 1895. _ 
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FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


F. WriGuHT in a letter written from Keighley, October 25, 
says: “While distributing tracts in “Lees,” near Keighly, last Spring I 
became acquainted with a Mr. Bowcock who was sorely afflicted with con- 
sumption. He read some of our tracts and seemed very much pleased with 
them. Several doctors were attending him, but they gave him up and said 
he could not be cured. As time went on he became more acquainted with 
the Gospel, and desired to be administered to, in order that he might 
receive strength enough to render obedience to the same. Prest. Jos. A. 
Buttle and I took some oil and performed that ordinance, and he felt some 
better, though there was vast room for improvement. However his faith 
became stronger and on another occasion Elders Buttle, Coulam, and my- 
self fasted and engaged in earnest prayer in his behalf, and again admin- 
tered to him, in the order given. This time wonderful results followed; 
when we came down from his bedroom (Mr. Bowcock with us) he said that 
he had not passed over those stairs with so much ease for a long time. 
He also said he felt much better and now he felt that he would get well. 
I called on him in the course of a few days and in place of that pale, sickly- 
looking man I had been used to meet, I saw a great change, his lips 
and cheeks had received some color and he had the appearance, in many 
respects, of a different man. He is now troubled with a severe cough, but 
I feel sure that this will be removed by the power of the Lord as soon as he 
joins the church and exercises sufficient faith. Sister Sarah A. Booth of 
Haworth was.taken very sick and the doctor gave strict orders to the 
nurse to admit no person into her bed-room. Elder Buttle and I took 
some oil and performed the healing ordinance. He anointed her head and 
I sealed the anointing and before we left the room she said she was much 
better. Her two children had been taken away, but when I called a few 
days later on, her children were back home and Sister Booth was attending 
to her household duties. I can truly say the power of God was made 
manifest in their behalf through the administrations, and they also testify 
to the same. Now comes one more case which must also be acknowledged 
a great miracle. In a letter from my father dated Hyrum, Utah, October 
9, 1895, I ain informed that my brother Bertie was riding a horse at a 
fast gait over a bridge that was wet, through a recent rain storm, and the 
horse slipped down. The boy was thrown with great force to the ground 
striking on his right temple, and rendering him unconscious, in which state 
he remained about sixty hours. The doctors said laceration of the brain 
had been caused by the blow, and he never would recover without under- 
going an operation, and even then the chances were againt him. Every- 
thing that could be done was attended to, and then the Lord was appealed 
to for help. Brother Patterson, of Salt Lake City, and some other Elders 
were called in and they performed the healing ordinance. The primary 
children in their annual meeting also prayed in concert for him, and 
through exercising mighty faith and prayer, and the administration of 
the servants of God, my brother was restored to health and strength, and 


| 
| 
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he is now attending school. The accident happened on my father’s farm, 
about three miles south of Hyrum City, September 24, 1895.” 

Elder William McEwen writing from Dresden, Saxony, October 19, 1895, 
says: “It gives me much pleasure to inform you that since your pleasant 
visit with us, six honest souls have joined our smal] but growing branch. 
Three of the six are young men and good workers. Last week I had the 
privilege of speaking at a funeral addressing nearly two hundred people. 
The pastor who conducted the services forbade me to speak as a minister 
but permitted me to speak as a friend, which I gladly did, opening the 
eyes of a number present.” 


THE WAYS OF GOD. 


“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
Isaiah lv: 8, 9. 

In reading the history of the people of God and of His dealings with 
them the careful student cannot fail to be struck with the peculiar manner 
in which the Lord has at times worked in bringing about His purposes. 
So far as human wisdom is concerned it finds itself totally unable to fathom 
the whys and the wherefores of His great designs and it is only when the 
mind is illumined by the inspiring rays of that infallible guide “the 
Spirit of Truth” that man is at all able to understand the ways of his 
Creator. 

Those ways have often been so remarkable as to compel man, with all 

his boasted learning and wisdom, to give up in sheer despair the solving of 
those mighty problems which are so simple to their divine Author. And 
yet, in spite of the fact that man has upon many occasions been forced to 
acknowledge the superior wisdom of that higher Power, we find him from 
time to time rebelling against the divine laws and endeavoring in his puny 
way to change the course of the divine Ruler and make it conform more 
strictly to his own views and ideas. This, however, is impossible of accom- 
plishment, for no matter how much men may endeavor to thwart or change 
the purposes of the Almighty their efforts will always result in their utter 
discomfiture and disgrace and the complete vindication of the ways of 
God. 
The truth of the matter is, God has His own ways of bringing to pass 
' His purposes, and while we, aided by human wisdom alone, may not be 
fully able to understand those ways, when the results have been accom- 
plished and we are permitted to gaze upon them under the divine influence 
of the Spirit of God we shall be constrained to say in all humility, Surely 
O Lord Thy thoughts are wisdom and Thy ways perfection ! 

Let us now look at some of the ways of our Creator and compare them 
with the ways of frail mortality. In 1 Corinthians i: 26-28, we read the 
following: “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 


700 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are.” 

The above words were just as applicable to Apostles chosen by the Savior 
as they were to the brethren to whom Paul was writing, as every student 
of Scripture knows. 

Now in the selection of men to expound the principles of the Gospel to 
the people the natural wisdom of man suggests that men be chosen on 
account of their scholastic attainments and oratorical abilities as being 
the most capable of commanding and retaining the attention of mankind, 
teaching them those precepts which are so necessary to fit the soul and 
for the glory of the great hereafter. That mankind generally do entertain 
this idea is clearly proved by the fact that in all the leading religious 
bodies of the day scholarship of an order not attainable in the common 
schools is the main qualification required for a position in the ministry. 

Compare this mode of procedure with the one followed by the Son of 
God and the difference between the plan suggested by human wisdom and 
that followed by Him is particularly striking. Humility of soul Sand 
purity of character were the main requisites demanded by the Savior in 
His selection of the Apostles, and where these were found the question as 
to whether they were or were not graduates of some seminary of learning 
was not propounded tothem. The lack of education was no bar to their call 
to the apostleship. | 

Now let us contemplate the results of the two plans; that adopted to- 
day by man and that followed by the Savior. 

Wherever the Apostles or those whom they ordained spread the Gospel 
truths, the power of God accompanied their ministrations in a wonderful 
manner. The blind received their sight, the sick were healed, the gifts of 
tongues, prophecy, etc, were enjoyed and the people in so far as they 
obeyed the doctrines laid down for their observance were brought into a 
unity of the faith. Can the same be said as to the results of the labors of 
the professed ministers of Christendom? Have their ministrations been 
followed and accompanied by the power of God in the gifts of tongues, 
prophecy, healing, etc., and have the people by one Spirit been baptized 
into one body whether they be Jew or Gentile, bond or free? Let the 
readers themselves answer the question. 

Now, looking at the question from a human standpoint the ministers of 
Christendom are and have been far better equipped and prepared to make 
the influence of the Gospel felt than were the Apostles and their co- 
laborers; for not only are they educated but they have also that power 
to assist them which wealth, position, and popularity give to any cause 
which enlists them upon its side. On the other hand the Apostles were 
in the main, illiterate men chosen from the ranks of the lowly and obscure 
of mankind, without position or wealth, hated and despised by the Elders 
and rulers of the people, and yet in spite of these disadvantages and in the 
very teeth of a storm of persecution that was supported by the powers of 
.@arth and hell combined and which threatened to destrvy them in its 
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onward course, in the space of a few years they carried the message of 
salvation to the cottage of the poor and the palace of the monarch, pene- 
trated every civilized nation under the sun, leaving behind them thou- 
sands of happy believers who rejoiced in the Gospel of the risen Redeemer 
and lived lives of purity that were a standing rebuke to the world ‘and a 
positive testimony to the divinity of the Gospel message. 

Christianity has been taught by the professed ministers for a period 
that is counted by hundreds of years, every earthly support that could be 
given has been given and still after the labor of these centuries some of the 
advanced Christian thinkers of the day are constrained to admit that so 
far, at least, as meeting “the wants of a world astray from God” is con- 
cerned the Christianity of to-day lacks the elements of success. 

In an article which appeared a few years ago in one of the numbers of 
the Christian Commonwealth published in London, the following significant 
passage occurs: “It is no use blinking the fact, that so far as regards the 
Christianization of the mass of the people, our popular Christianity isa 
failure. 

What is the reason for this failure? Is it because the religion of the 
Savior is not adapted to the requirements of a people seeking salvation? 
God forbid! The reason for this sad failure must be found elsewhere and 
lies in the fact that the Christianity of Christ is not taught and they who 
profess to teach it are acting without authority. 3 

When the Savior proclaimed His Gospel he also instituted a plan by 
which men might be authorized to preach the same and administer in its 
ordinances. He gave thei distinctly to understand that unless they 
received such authority from God they had no right whatever to officiate 
in His name. He told them that their calling was not of their own choos- 
ing but that they were his choice. Says He: “Ye have not chosen me, 
but [ have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should goand bring forth 
fruit” St. John xv: 16, and when they went forth under the power thus 
conferred their acts were as valid in the sight of God as His had been. 

Says He further: “He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; 
' and he that receiveth me receiveth Him that sent me.” St. John xiii: 20. 
“He that dispiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth 
him that sent me.” St. Luke x: 16. 

Acting in line with these words of the Savior the divine seal and sanc- 
tion attended the ministrations of the Apostles. They Christianized 
people by following the way that God had provided for that purpose. 

The precedent established by the Savior in calling and ordaining His 
Apostles was followed by the apostles themselves and appears to have been 
clearly understood in those days as numerous quotations from the New 
Testament writings testify. 

Paul writing upon one occasion concerning this power, the priesthood, 
positively states that “No man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that 
is called of God, as was Aaron.” Heb. v: 4. When such call is given the 
person thus honored speaks to the people “in Christ’s stead,” 2 Cor. v: 20, 
for he is the duly authorized and qualified agent of Christ, and Christ 
will respect and honor his administrations. Peter exhorts the brethren 
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when they speak to do so as “the oracles of God,” 1 Peter iv: 11, having 
reference to the same power or authority of the Priesthood without which 
no man, be he ever so learned and eloquent, can act in the name of the 
Lord. 

This old way of a man’s being called and ordained of God, through His 
authorized servants, to preach the Gospel and officiate in its ordinances is 
considered by the world as no longer necessary. It may have been all 
right, they say, for a comparctively ignorant age, but in this enlightened 
age such antiquated methods are done away with and men have estab- 
lished a new and, to their view, a better way. So long as men endeavor 
to Christianize the world upon the lines thus laid down, so long will Christ- 
ianity prove a failure, for it is ordained in the providence of God that to 
Him must be given the glory for establishing a way for the salvation of 
His children and of teaching that way to the people. One of the reasons 
given in sacred writ for His choosing those men whom the wisdom of man 
would scornfully reject was “that no flesh should glory in his presence.” 
1 Cor. i: 29. 

Strange as it may appear, the Latter-day Saints testify that the heavens 
have been again opened and that through the channel of communication 
thus established between God and His children men have again been 
called as was Aaron to carry the message of salvation to the people. 

Let man’s ways be abandoned, let mankind return to the primitive ways 
as established by the Savior of calling and ordaining men to the priesthood 
and we shall then have a better and a purer Christianity, not one that will 
be a failure, but one that will reach and retain the hearts of all those who 
are earnestly seeking for the truth. JAMES DUCKWORTH. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Sir Michael Meyendorff, a person exiled to Siberia for taking part in the Polish attempt 
to obtain freedom from Russia, delivered a lecture in Salt Lake City on October 15, the 


subject being his personal experiences as an exile. He was liberated from exile through 
the intervention of the United States government. 


The Denver people, now that they have secured that place for holding the next Eistedd- 
fod, are becoming exercised over their not having a suitable building. There is no other 
building in the Western States that will accommodate the large number that attended the 
gathering recently in the Tabernacle at Sait Lake City. What will be done to prepare 
for next year is not settled. 


The Utah State Agricultural Society was organized on October 7. Its members are 
farmers, stockgrowers, horticulturists, beekeepers, and dairymen, all of whom will work 
for one another’s interests. Professor A. A. Mills of the Agricultural College, was elected 
president, Heber Bennion of Taylorsville, vice-president, and P. A. Dix of Salt Lake 
County, secretary and treasurer. 


The two political parties have nominated candidates for offices in Salt Lake City, and 
Mayor Baskin the present incumbent says there will be no vacancy. The question will 
no doubt be submitted to the courts to settle, and if this opinion should prove correct the 
present imcumbents will hold over until the State Legislature shall meet and pass a law 
roviding for municipal elections. 
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The statement is given out that ten new creameries have been established in Utah dur- 
ing the last year. The cotablacd ercameries of the Territory are now doing a business of 
about $100,000 a month. 


Arrangements have been made for the great band-master Sousa and his trained musi- 
cians to appear in the Tabernacle some time next spring. In connection with the Taber- 
nacle choir a concert will be given by thia celebrated combination of musicians. 


The Baton is a new musical magazine published by John Held of Salt Lake City. Its 
first number was issued on October 14. The editor states that it will be devoted to 
musical matters generally. One of the leading features will be the publication of bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent musicians, one of -which will appear, accompanied by an 
engraved cut of the person, in each number. 


There is a local warfare between the railroads regarding passenger traffic, which has 
been taken advantage of by numbers of people. The rates between San Pete Vounty 
and Salt Lake City were made lower than ever before known, and this is also the case 
between Ogden and the capital. Afterwards the cut rates were made to extend to all 
points between Ogden and Salina on the R. G. W. A person can take the round trip 
from Ogden to Salt Lake City for fifty cents, and some of the tickets cost only about a 
quarter of a cent per mile’s riding. 

Two adventurous boys of Salt Lake City, aged respectively three and a half and four 
years started out to see the world, and in order to do this they boarded an east-bound Rio 
Grande Western train. When the conductor came around for tickets he made inquiries 
of the boys and found no one in charge of them. It happened that a train was going in 
the opposite direction, and the two boys were put on this, arriving back in the city with- 
out injury, and ‘much to the relief of their parents who had instituted along and, up to 
that time, fruitless search for them. 


H. H. Bean, and two of the Peay brethers have commenced wagon making on a small 
scale at Provo. One wagon has been manufactured which compares favorably with those 
imported. Sleighmaking will also be a part of the firm’s business, about 30 of these 
having already been completed. They are made entirely of Utah materials, except the 
iron. The Utah grown locust has been found to be a superior kind of wood for the pur- 
pose of the runners, and the rest of the wood used in the sleighs is native white pine. 
Mr. Bean has been in a similar business before in Chicago. 

Several stumps of telegraph poles set in the desert in 1861 were brought to light re- 
cently, and it was found that they were almost as sound as when first put in the ground. 
The alkaline character of the soil is thought to be a preservative against the decaying of 
wood. The primary reason for exhibiting these stumps was to convince railroad people 
that the ties in a roadbed would last much longer in that part of the country than in 
ordinary localities. The cost of maintaining a road being thus considerably lessened it 
was thought might be an inducement to hasten the long talked of railroad to the Deep 
Creek country. 

The grand Eisteddfod was pronounced an entire success in all particulars. There 
were three sessions, the attendance at the last one completely filling the large Tabernacle 
andjthe estimated number being twelve thousand. The adjudicators of the prizes in the 
most important contests were non-residents of Utah. Their decisions were so fair and 
the reasons for giving them were so clearly stated that there could not consistently be any 
great dissatisfaction manifested. Professor Haydn Evans, one of the judges, pronounced 
the occassion the largest and best of its kind ever held in America with the single excep- 
tion of the World’s Fair Eisteddfod. He also remarked that the advancement of music 
in Utah was truly wonderful, considering all the circumstances. ‘The most of the contest- 
ants were from Utah, but there were one or two prizes won by visitors; among these were 
the Malad Ward choir, and the Denver Chorus. The next meeting for prizes will be in 
Denver. Between now and next April the question of incorporating the organization 
will be considered, and if this is done it will become permanent. 


